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I claim: 

1. An apparatus of a folder device for use in conjunction with a mail sorting device, said 



a|^paratus comprising: 

a mail sorting device having a plurality of partition elements supported upon a frame, 
each of the partition elements having a configured leading edge, a plurality of compartments into 
which items are placed in a generally upright manner, ea^ of said plurality of compartments 
being at least partially defined between a pair of partition elements, and a support structure for 
engaging the items; and 



y a folder device for receiving items and being generally vertically supported upon the 

1 / 

I P support structure, said folder device having a firsi side connected to a second side, each side of 

J the folder being associated with one of the parti/on elements, wherein the first side is configured 



M" in relation to the leading edge of its associated partition element so that at least a portion of the 

™ / 

tJ first side does not extend vertically past the/leading edge, and wherein at least a portion of the 

a 7 

Y, second side does extend vertically past the leading edge of its associated partition element. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the support structure of the sorting device has a first 
orientation and a second orientation, in the first orientation the support structure supports the 
items in a generally upright manner,/and in the second orientation with the support structure and 
plurality of partition elements displaced further away from each other the support structure 
supports the items in a generally ^rizontal manner 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the folder device includes addressee indicia on a 
surface thereof 

4. The apparatus of cl'aim 3, wherein the folder device is a postage paid mail item. 
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5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the folder device includes a splay structure which 
functions to retain the folder device in an open manner when pl/ced between the partitions of the 
sorting device. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the folder de^ce includes a generally planar bottom 
which engages the support structure in the first orientatic 

7. An apparatus of a folder device for use in conjunction with a mail sorting device, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a mail sorting device having a plurality of pjirtition elements supported upon a fi-ame, 
each of the partition elements having a configured leading edge, a plurality of compartments into 
which items are placed in a generally upright mmner, each of said plurality of compartments 
being at least partially defined between a pair ^f partition elements, and a support structure for 
engaging the items; and 

a folder device for receiving items, s^id folder device being generally vertically 
supported by the support structure between a pair of adjacent partition elements, said folder 
device having a first side connected to aiecond side, each side of the folder being associated 
with one of the partition elements, wherein the first side is configured in relation to the leading 
edge of its associated partition element so that at least a portion of the first side does not extend 
vertically past the leading edge, ana wherein at least a portion of the second side does extend 
vertically past the leading edge of Ats associated partition element. 

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the support structure of the sorting device has a first 
orientation and a second orientaxion, in the first orientation the support structure supports the 
items in a generally upright nianner, and in the second orientation with the support structure and 
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plurality of partition elements displaced further away from each o^er the support structure 
supports the items in a generally horizontal manner 

9. The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the folder device^ncludes addressee indicia on a 
surface thereof 

10. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the folder dcf/ice is a postage paid mail item. 

11. The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the folder dfevice includes a splay structure which 
functions to retain the folder device in an open manner ^hen placed between the partitions of the 

H= sorting device. 

12. The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the folder device includes a generally planar 
bottom which engages the support structure in theiiirst orientation. 

{i 13. A method of creating a delivery pointjpackage, said method comprising the steps of: 

1^ sorting a plurahty of mail items into mail/item subgroupings, each subgrouping including 

p similar destination indicia; 



providing a plurality of invertable folder devices each having a pair of sides and defining 
at least a pair of orientations, including a firsy orientation wherein the sides are generally 
coextensive with each other; 

placing between each subgroupin^a folder device in a first orientation, each subgrouping 
having an associated folder device, 

accessing a particular subgroupjtig of mail items and an associated folder device; and 
inverting the folder device to capture the subgrouping of mail items between the sides of 
the inverted folder device to define a jdelivery point package. 

14. A method of claim 13, wWein at least one of the plurality of invertable folder 
device has addressee indicia disposed upon a surface thereof 
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15. A method of claim 14, wherein the step of placing a folder device between each 
subgrouping includes the step of referencing the addressee indicia/of the folder device. 

16. A method of claim 13, wherein the step of inverting/the folder device to capture the 
subgrouping of mail items is achieved via manual manipulation of the folder device. 

17. A method of claim 13, wherein the step of inventing the folder device to capture the 
subgrouping of mail items is achieved via an automated process. 

18. A method of creating a delivery point package, said method comprising the steps of: 
sorting a plurality of mail items into mail item/subgroupings, each subgrouping including 

similar destination indicia, said mail items includingra pluraUty of invertable folder devices, each 

folder device having a pair of sides and defining ay least a pair of orientations, including a first 

orientation wherein the sides are generally coextensive with each other; 

accessing a subgrouping of mail items anp an associated folder device; and 

inverting the associated folder device to Capture the subgrouping of mail items between 

the sides of the inverted folder device to define a delivery point package. 

19. A method of claim 18, wherein the step of inverting the folder device to capture the 
subgrouping of mail items is achieved via manual manipulation of the folder device. 



20. A method of claim 18, wherein 



he step of inverting the folder device to capture the 



subgrouping of mail items is achieved via a i automated process. 

21 . A method of creating delivery point packages for mail delivery, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

sorting a plurality of mail items of/a first category according to a unique destination 

indicia; 

associating a folder device with each imique destination indicia; 

\/ 
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inverting each folder device to capture mail items associate^ with a unique destination 
indicia between sides of the inverted folder device; 

placing the inverted folder devices into a sorting machii^ having a plurality of partition 
elements; 

inserting a plurality of mail items of a second categoiy into the inverted folder devices in 
the sorting machine according to unique destination indicia; and 

removing the inverted folder devices having mai/ items of the first and second category to 
define a delivery point package. 
□ 22. A method of claim 2 1 , wherein at least oAc of the plurality of invertable folder 

device has addressee indicia disposed upon a surface thereof. 

23. A method of claim 21, wherein the step of sorting a plurality of mail items of a first 



L category is via an automated sorting process, anjd wherein the process of inserting a plurality of 

fU 

□ mail items of a second category is a manual process. 



24. A method of claim 21 , wherein tub step of inverting each folder device to capture 
associated mail items is achieved via manual manipulation of the folder device. 

25. A method of claim 21, whereii/the mail items of a first category include USPS 
designated flats, and wherein the mail^ms of a second category include USPS designated non- 
flats. 

26. A method of creating a delivery point package, said method comprising the steps of: 
sorting a plurality o^*mail items of a first category according to a unique destination 

indicia, said mail items^including a plurality of invertable folder devices, each folder device 
having a pair of sides; 

/ 
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inverting the folder devices to capture mail items hayklg a unique destination indicia 
between the pair of sides; 

placing the inverted folder devices into a soj;^fng machine having a plurality of partition 
elements; 

inserting a pluraUty of mail items of' a second category into the inverted folder devices in 
the sorting machine according to unkfue destination indicia; and 

removing the inverted folder devices having mail items of the first and second category to 
define a delivery point paj>Kage. 
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